Annual Joint Conference 2009

The Joint Conference took place in Belfast this year, attracting more than 100 delegates from all sectors and from across the island – as well as representatives from England, Wales and Scotland plus some 20 exhibitors, from a wide range of library suppliers.

There were presentations on the new Libraries NI, the Library and Research Services, Houses of the Oireachtas and the European Digital Heritage Project; the LAI Presidential Address and a Vice Presidential Address from CILIP; the COLICO Annual Lecture on Small Nation Publishing; and visits to the Bangor Carnegie Library and Belfast Central Library.

Workshops were many and varied.  They covered professional competencies and CPD; strategic planning, service evaluation and Government support; building refurbishment, digitisation and One Book projects; partnerships between libraries and the BBC; provision of business information.
A definite highlight was the Conference Dinner hosted by the Lord Mayor and Belfast City Council, when Lord Mayor Tom Hartley spoke from the heart about the power of books and libraries to facilitate learning.

Overall, the Conference was extremely well-organised, interesting and informative.  All the speakers showed real passion for libraries, in their numerous guises.  There was something for everyone, with a lot packed into just a short time.  And it was very enjoyable too.

