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VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

by Maedhbh McNamara

‘He had travell’d over Greece to peruse the archives of every city.’
Dryden, Plutarch 63 (1683)

Reading Room of the National Archives: visit of President Mary Robinson, 10 March 1992 (Photo courtesy of the Director )
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On a wet and windy Wednesday in October the
Government Libraries Group braved the elements
and the urban wasteland that is Bishop St to visit
the National Archives.

The warm and well-designed interior of the
building contrasted agreeably with the inhos-
pitable weather and projected a user-friendly
image which would be strengthened by our
encounters with the staff and their account of the
services on offer to scholars and researchers.

We were welcomed in the hall by the Director,
Dr David Craig, who began with un peu d’his-
toire — the amalgamation of the Public Record
Office and the State Paper Offices into the
National Archives. The transfer took place under

the National Archives Act 1986. The Act provides
for the preservation of records of Government
Departments and agencies and for their transfer to
the National Archives when they are 30 years old.
This work is proceeding on a gradual basis —
some Departments are very advanced in transfer-
ring their archives; others less so.
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