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VISIT TO T H E N A T I O N A L A R C H I V E S 

by Maedhhh McNamara 

On a wet and windy Wednesday in October the 
Government Libraries Group braved the elements 
and the urban wasteland that is Bishop St to visit 
the Nationai Archives. 

The warm and well-designed interior of the 
bui lding contrasted agreeably with the inhos­
pitable weather and projected a user-friendly 
image which would be strengthened by our 
encounters with the staff and their account of the 
services on offer to scholars and researchers. 

We were welcomed in the hall by the Director, 
Dr David Craig, who began with un pen d'liis-
toire — the amalgamation of the Public Record 
O f f i c e and the State Paper O f f i c e s into the 
National Archives. The transfer took place under 

the National Archives Act 1986. The Act provides 
for the preservation of records of Government 
Departments and agencies and for their transfer to 
the National Archives when they are 30 years old. 
This work is proceeding on a gradual basis — 
some Departments are very advanced in transfer­

ring their archives; others less so. ^ 
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A Visit to t!%e National Archives, by Maedhhh McNamara (Continued from front page) 

Dr Craig's introduction provoked many ques­
tions from G L G members such as 'What's the dif­
ference between a State Paper and a P u b l i c 
Record?' (Briefly, State Papers were documents 
inherited f rom the British Administration, com­
mencing around the turn of the seventeenth 
century; Public Records are all other Department 
documents, court documents, parochial docu­
ments and so on.) He professed himself a little 
surprised at the basic nature of the questions, 
which reminds us that these visits foster two-way 
communication. 

Dr Craig continued his talk in the main read­
ing room — a large modern well-lit award-win­
ning room. We marvelled at the power points in 
the centres of the tables which enable users to put 
material straight into their computers. This tech­
nology was cheek by jowl with walls and bays 
shelved with ancient leather-bound indexes and 
ledgers on open access to readers. 

Next D r Ph i lomena Conno l ly showed us 
Cabinet files and explained to us how these were 
organised and numbered in Departments and 
showed us the lists which readers use when trac­
ing files. We then broke for tea during which we 
were jo ined by other archivists including the 
senior archivist, Ken Hannigan, who was most 
forthcoming on the workings of the organisation. 

Af te rwards Aideen Ireland demonstrated 
other types of archives and their indexes, annual 

calendars of wills and administradon, catalogue of 
quitrent office records, parochial records of the 
Church of Ireland, catalogues of private papers 
and much, much more. 

M s Ireland also showed us the temperature-
regulated storage rooms with their specially made 
acid-free powder-blue boxes. 

A guide book to the National Archives is not 
yet available as some archives have yet to be 
transferred from the Four Courts. It is planned to 
publish one shordy. We were told that if we had a 
query relating to archives, an archivist would 
check out the answer for us over the telephone. 

We plunged into the rainy puddles with a ver>' 
positive impression of an institution which facili­
tates its u.sers in every way. If Plutarch or his suc­
cessor had to travel over Ireland instead of Greece 
he would no doubt be pleased that so many 
archives w i l l be centralised at the National 
Archives. 

Postscript 

By a happy coincidence a letter arnved on my 
desk next day from the International Council of 
Archivists inquiring about our parliamentary 
records (which are excluded from the National 
Archives). Becau.se of my freshly-acquired knowl­
edge 1 was quite clear about the meaning of a.T 
archive and of the issues involved. This helped 
greatly in assembling the information. 1 knew 
these trips were useful, but this is ridiculous! 

NEWS A N D EVENTS 

Valerie Ingram of the Department of Agriculture and Food will shortly be taking over responsibility for the 
libraries of The Office of Public Works. She wil! attend initally on a part-time basis, while also continuing 
to work in the Department of Agriculture and Food. We have worked happily together for 17 years, so I will 
be particularly sorry to see her go: she is a good friend as well as a good colleague, and fortunately she is not 
moving too far away. She faces an exciting new task, and 1 am sure you will all join with me in wishing her 
well. Until further notice Valene will be in the HQ Library of OPW on Tuesdays and Fridays and in the 
Library of the National Botanic Gardens on Thursdays - Mary Doyle 

Training Course 

A n n a Gethings and Cla i re Devl in of D & G 
Information Consultants are organising another of 
their popular training courses — a two-day work­
shop 'Introduction to Information and Library 
Work' to be held on 27 and 28 January 1993. 

Contact D & G Information Con.suItants, 
25 Merrion Square, Dublin 2. 
Tel 618866; Fax 618914 

Office of Public Works, 51 St. Stephen's Green 

G L l N T N o d 0, November 1992 Page 2 


