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LETTER OF WELCOME

I am pleased to introduce the first issue of the Government
Libraries Group Newsletter. I hope it will serve to keep our
members in touch not only with the activities of the Commit-
tee, but also with each other. As its name suggests, the
Government Libraries Information Newsletter, GLINT,
will primarily carry reports from the Committee, announce-
ments of forthcoming events, and news items concerning li-
braries in Irish Government departments. However, as one
of the reasons why we decided to start a newsletter was the
realisation that we have many members who do not work in
Govermment libraries, our horizons will not be strictly
limited. Indeed, we are very pleased at the interest shown

in the Group not only by colleagues in Ireland, but also by
those abroad. Regular contact between the Committee and
Group members can only help us all, so any contributions to
the newsletter will be most welcome. In conclusion, it must
be said that getting a newsletter such as this off the ground
is no easy job,and all praise is due to the editorial committee
for their enthusiasm and hard work.

Aisling Judge, Hon. Chair.



HISTORY OF THE GROUP

For the benefit of those who have only recently joined, we would like to include a brief
history of the Group in this first newsletter.

The idea of forming a Group was first raised in 1983. Mary Doyle, Mary Moore and
Oliver Marshall met to discuss it. They felt that Government libraries were not fully
catered for by existing library groups. One of the reasons for this was that there was a
lack of awareness of the very existence of the libraries in many cases. As a type,
however,they felt that the Government libraries were sufficiently distinctive to warrant
having a group to cater specifically for their needs.

It was agreed that the aims of the Group should be:

a) to promote and develop the role of libraries in the Civil Service

b) to promote cooperation between Government libraries

The Inaugural Meeting was held on 14 March 1985 and the high attendance and
enthousiasm 1o join the Committee showed that the Group would indeed meet a need.
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CURRENT

ATTIVITIES
Dirsctory
The first activity
undertaken by the
Committee was to
distribute a question-
naire, designed to elicit
as much information
as possible about each
Government library. As
a result, libraries of
which we had not been
previously aware were
discovered in some De-
partments. A Directory
of Government Librar-
ies, which will show the
value of the collections
held is being launched
by Mr Kevin Murphy,
Secretary (Public
Service Management
and Development), De-
partment of Finance, in
the Botanic Gardens,
Glasnevin on Thursday
10th December at 4.30

pm.

VISITS
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To date, visits have been arranged 10 the libraries in the Department of Agriculture and Food(HQ), the

Meteorological Service, and the laboratory complex at Abbotstown, including the Fisheries Laboratory, the
State Laboratory, and the Veterinary Research Laboratory. The visit to Abbotstown incorporated a demonstra-
tion seminar of the library sofiware package INMAGIC, which is installed in the State Labaoratory. In February, -

Noel Hughes of An Foras Forbartha hosted a seminar on “Computerisation in Libraries”.

A visit took piac¢ u; the Deaprtmeni

of Education library on Thursday 3rd December. The librarian gave a short

talk on the history of the buildings and the library. This was followed by tea, and a demonstration of the

computerisation programme currently being installed.

POLICY DOCUMENT

An important aspect of the Group’s activities is the preparation of a policy document on how Government
Libraries should be developed. A sub-Committee is working on this document at the moment.






