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An overview of Cardbox Plus in the Department of Agriculture and Food Library

by Mary Doyle, Librarian, Dept of Agriculture and Food

s ours is the largest of the Government
A Libraries, I am almost ashamed to admit to
the Dept of Agriculture and Food being so
late in entering the computerisation arena. Having a
Computer Division in the Department proved a dis-
advantage in this regard initially, though it has since
proved to be a big advantage. The disadvantage was
that the scheduling of computerisation within the
Department was out of our hands and, in a large
grant-paying Department like ours, the Library was
low on the list of priorities.

We did not however simply sit back. Over the
years we examined our requirements and made out a
draft list of what we wanted of a system and this we
continually added to as other ideas occurred to us.
We looked at as many library software packages as
possible and further added to our list of require-
ments on the basis of the strengths and weaknesses
of various systems. Thus when computerisation
began to seem a definite possibility we had a ready-
made specification of our requirements.

It was our plan, together with the Government
Libraries Group, to decide on a package which
would be suitable to all Government Libraries and
this is still under investigation. In the meantime our
Department moved the goalposts, and animal health
and the control of the movement of animals became
the major priority: all the resources (funding and
staff) of the Computer Division were to be devoted
solely to that for at least two years.

Staffing in the Library had by now been reduced
by three because of the Government embargo on
recruitment to the Civil Service and the Library was
in chaos. Catalogue cards were indeed being pro-
duced at regular intervals but there was nobody to
file them away, so even the time spent preparing
them was a complete waste. There was a huge back-

log of items to be catalogued and of periodicals to
be registered and circulated.

By this time I had seen an evaluation version of
CARDBOX PLUS and was very impressed with its
versatility and its capabilities. As a possible interim
solution it had some major advantages:

— it was very cheap — £350 sterling.

— it was very flexible.

— it was simple to design (no input required by
Computer Division beyond the initial installa-
tion).

— the data could be transferred to another
system when the time came.

— we were about to invest in CD-ROMs and
would need a PC anyway.

As a result the Computer Division, which was
very aware of our problems and extremely helpful,
agreed to purchase a single-user version of CARD-
BOX PLUS.
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