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‘ocomputer Software for Libraries

Report from Aisling Judge

microcomputer software packages for  of Agriculture and Food, Kildare Street, Dublin

L ast September, a series of demonstrations of  request from Mary Doyle, Librarian, Department

libraries was organized by the Government 2, (Tel: 789001 x 2163).

Libraries Group an d was followed by a day-long See page 2 inside for evaluation summary

seminar during which participants had the opportu-
nity to evaluate the packages further. Response to
the entire series was extremely good, with almost
fifty people attending the final Evaluation Seminar.

The six software packages (Bookshelf,
Inmagic, Microcairs, Oasis, Status and Sydney)
which were demonstrated had been selected on the
basis that they were networkable and, between them,
catered for a range of different sizes and types of
libraries. A seventh package (Tinlib) has been
included in this summary as it was one of the origi-
nal group selected and it was demonstrated in
November to substantially the same audience as had
attended the main series. In addition, a test version
was evaluated by Mary Doyle in the Department of
Agriculture and Food Library.

The Evaluation Seminar started with an intro-
ductory talk by Anna Gethings of Oracle
Information Services on the basic steps in evaluating
software for libraries. The rest of the day was devot-
ed to workshops, one for each software package,
allowing participants to discuss up to four different
packages with suppliers and, in most cases, users of
the software.

The evaluations that follow are a distillation of

the views of those GLG committee members who / IN THIS ISSUE

took part in the seminar. As such, these summaries _

should be used only as a guide to the main features Summary of library software evaluation
of each package and to their strengths and weakness- AGM on Wednesday, 11 April 1990

es as perceived by those who examined them. Meetings with Government Supplies Agency
o, CD ROM in the Department of Agriculture
Full details for'all seven packages, including K and Food Library
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suppliers’ names and price lists, can be obtained on






