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/ Report from Aisling fudge 

L
ast September, a series o f demonstrations of 

m i c r o c o m p u t e r s o f t w a r e packages f o r 

libraries was organized by the Government 

Libraries Group an d was fo l lowed by a day-long 

seminar during which participants had the opportu­

nity to evaluate the packages further. Response to 

the entire series was extremely good, with almost 

f i f ty people attending the final Evaluation Seminar. 

T h e s i x s o f t w a r e packages ( B o o k s h e l f , 

Inmagic , M l c r o c a i r s , Oasis , Status and Sydney) 

which were demonstrated had been selected on the 

basis that they were networkable and, between them, 

catered for a range of different sizes and types of 

l i b r a r i e s . A seventh package ( T i n l i b ) has been 

included in this summary as it was one of the origi­

n a l group se lec ted and it was demonstrated i n 

November to substantiaUy the same audience as had 

attended the main series. In addition, a test version 

was evaluated by Mary Doyle i n the Department of 

Agriculture and Food Library. 

The Evaluation Seminar started with an intro­

d u c t o r y t a lk by A n n a G e t h i n g s o f O r a c l e 

Information Services on \h& basic steps in evaluating 

software for libraries. The rest of the day was devot­

ed to workshops, one for each software package, 

al lowing participants to discuss up to four different 

packages with suppliers and, in most cases, users of 

the software. 

The evaluations that fo l low are a distillation of 

the views o f those G L G committee members who 

took part in the seminar. A s such, these summaries 

should be used only as a guide to the main features 

of each package and to their strengths and weakness­

es as perceived by those who examined them. 

* * * 
FuU details for >all seven packages, including 

suppliers' names and price lists, can be obtained on 

request f rom M a r y Doyle , L i b r a r i a n , Department 

of Agr i cu l tu re and F o o d , K i l d a r e Street, D u b l i n 

2, (Tel: 789001 x 2163). 

See page 2 inside for evaluation summary 
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Summary of evaluation feedback from the recent seminar 
on library software 

"These summaries should be used only as a guide to the main fea­

tures of each paclcage and to their strengths and weaknesses as perceived 

by those who examined them." 

B O O K S H E L F 

B O O K S H E L F is an integrated fuUy relational data­

base package designed for library management. The 

modules available are catalogue / enquiry, thesaums, 

acquisitions, circulation, report generator and (except 

on the micro version) serials. 

It is v i s u a l l y attractive and general ly user-

f r i end ly , w i t h var iable- length f ie lds , good index 

updating, good displays of items retrieved and excel­

lent report facilities. Data-entry is hampered by rigid 

screen formats.The weakest part of the system is the 

Boolean search. Aldiough f u l l Boolean logic can be 

used it is cumbersome (maximum of two search 

tenms i n each command). 

A peculiarity of the package is \hat it mns on 

the P ick operadng system (which may overlay anoth­

er sys tem such as M S D O S ) . W h i l e this has its 

attractions, it was seen as a disadvantage for net­

working. — LS 

I N M A G I C and S E A R C H M A G I C 

I N M A G I C is a powerful text-retrieval program with 

par t i cu la r ly good index ing and scarcl i f ac i l i t i e s , 

which could be suited to most small special hbraries. 

It is not a relarional database package, and must be 

manipulated to enable housekeeping functions to be 

performed with it. This can be done through the use 

of its extremely f l ex ib le , though rather complex, 

report generator. The software suppliers also market 

a col lect ion o f report formats and database designs 

(called B I B L I O G U I D E ) to help librarians manage 

serials, loans and acquisitons with I N M A G I C . 

In general, good onscreen H E L P and a wel l -

written manual make the package easy to set up and 

use, though for untrained users the use of S E A R C H -

M A G I C would be advisable. This is an add-on pro­

g ram w h i c h a l l o w s a c h o i c e o f s i m p l e or f u l l 

B o o l e a n searching o f I N M A G I C databases. Bo th 

packages come i n stand-alone or network versions. 

La rge r l ibrar ies w i t h heavy c i r cu la t ion demands 

w o u l d p r o b a b l y not f i n d the i r needs met by 

I N M A G I C . - A / 

M I C R O C A I R S 

C A I R S I M S ( In fo rmat ion management system) 

enables the user to design a relational database and 

retrieve irom it. The user has great freedom in setting 

up the s i ruc turcs and d e f i n i n g f i e l d s and f i e l d 

lengths. 

C A I R S L.\1S {Library management system) is a self-

contained fully relational integrated package cover­

ing a l l aspects of l ibrary management. The f i e ld 

stmcturc and ilcld lengths are f ixed by the suppliers. 

The m a i n nuvlule comprises catalogue / search / 

loans, and a periodicals module is extra. 

The two systems are compatible (one can start 

wi th L M S and upgrade to I M S or one can design 

one's own database on I M S and integrate it wi th 

L M S ) . Setting up one's own system entails consider­

able effort, but not too much expertise. 

There is a choice between command language 

(mnemonic) and menus. D O S w i n d o w i n g can be 

used in conjunction with Microcairs , but its useful­

ness could not be assessed as it was not demonstrat­

ed. Files arc .Ascii and data is readily transferable. 

Storage of records is fast and indexing is com­

prehensive. Unrorwnately the entire indexes need to 

be rebuilt in batch for each update. The cataloguing 

modu le of L M S is hampered by r i g i d structures 

(f ixed field lengths) and rigid screen formats which 

show only a portion of long fields at one time. A n 

undesirable feature is the use of the comma as a 

d e l i m i t e r in subf ie lds . There is no p r o v i s i o n fo r 

repeatable fields (except author). 

T h e o v e r - a l l qua l i t y o f the sys tem seems 

impressive. Particularly impressive is the excellent 

search, w h i c h has many ref inements and w h i c h 

allows elaborate Boolean searches to be entered as a 

s i n g l e c o m m a n d w i t h nes ted b r acke t s . C r o s s 

file/database searches are also possible. Retr ieval 

speed is good. - LS 
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